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with prophetic raptures the crowns of the blessed martyrs; but
in private he betrayed the feelings of human nature: he was
surprised as he wept over his freed-man's daughter. " What
do I see?" said the astonished believer. "You see/' replied
the Apostle, " a friend who is deploring the loss of his most
faithful friend." The period since his repulse from Mecca had
been usefully employed in successful and profitable skirmishes,
The attack of the Koreish upon a tribe with which he was
allied he considered justified the breach of the truce,, which
had still two years to run, and he.prepared a force sufficient to
accomplish his grand object. Pie collected ten thousand men from
various tribes but had not announced his intention,, and the secret
was kept, till the blaze of ten thousand fires proclaimed, to their
astonishment, their approach and irresistible force. Eesistance
was out of the question. Abu Sofian, himself,, presented the
keys of the city, admired the arms and ensigns that passed in
review before him, observed that the son of'Abdallah had ac-
quired a mighty kingdom, and confessed, under the scimitar
of Omar, that he was the Apostle of the true God. Mohammed
had shewn, on several occasions, that he had the revengeful
feelings of the Arab, and had more than once encouraged, and
even commanded, the assassination of his personal enemies.
But now, instead of indulging his own passions, or those of his
followers, he spared the guilty city, and, by his clemency,
united all parties in his favour. As they entered Mecca,, twenty-
eight of the inhabitants were slain by Khaled: and eleven men
and six women were proscribed by the Prophet himself, but he
blamed the cruelty of his lieutenant. The chiefs were pro-
strate at his feet cc What mercy can you expect from the
man whom you have wronged ?" ec We confide in the genero-
sity of our kinsman." " And you shall not confide in vain.
* Begone I you are safe, you are free.". The people earned
their pardon by the profession of Islam, and the fugitive
is now enthroned as the prophet and prince of his native
land. The idols of the Caaba were ignominiously broken, and
not even the statues of Abraham and Ishmael were spared.
The so-called Messenger of God, as an example to future